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Editorial 
The journal Theoretical Computer Science is happy to introduce a new section: 
the Surveys and Tutorials Section. 
This section contains expository papers (surveys or tutorials) dealing with 
important topics, areas or developments in any part of theoretical computer 
science. Papers should give a comprehensive and original treatment of the 
ideas, results and key proofs in the area they cover, and should also contain an 
extensive bibliography. Each paper in the section (survey or tutorial) should 
aim at providing an expert introduction to a modern research area in theoretical 
computer science for which no prior treatments of similar extent have been 
given. 
Section Editors: 
- J. Gallier, Department of Computer and Information Science, University of 
Pennsylvania, 200 South 33rd Street, Philadelphia, PA 19104, USA: 
- J. van Leeuwen, Department of Computer Science, Utrecht University, 
Padualaan 14, P.O. Box 80.089, 3508 TB Utrecht, The Netherlands; 
- M. Nivat, Laboratoire d’brformatique Theorique et Programmation, Uni- 
versite de Paris VII, c/o 26 Rue du Poitou, 94550 Chevilly-Larue, France. 
The field of theoretical computer science is indeed broadening and deepen- 
ing fast. It broadens via the successful formalization of ideas and phenomena 
linked with computing, opening entirely new areas to theoretical developments: 
a typical example in recent years is the emergence of a well-founded “Computa- 
tional Learning Theory”. It deepens by the use of more and more sophisticated 
concepts and methods often borrowed from mathematics and logic, to study 
and improve existing models: the relations between computer science and cat- 
egory theory constitute today a very attractive and productive area of research 
where each field is enriched by the other and new questions are raised. Many 
other examples of a successful dialogue between theoretical computer science 
and chapters of other sciences can be observed. 
There is an obvious need of expository texts which is only partially covered 
by books and monographs, even if the flow of these is increasing like rivers 
in Spring. The editors of Theoretical Computer Scicrlcc believe that many 
questions are ripe enough to give rise to good and useful, fifty-pages-long 
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survey or tutorial papers. but are not mature enough to justify a full book. 
They also hope that some authors will find it conv/enicnt to write such a paper 
as a first step in the preparation of a book, which may require several years 
of work: certainly many teachers of graduate courses hav,e already produced 
unpublished course notes which can be easily converted into a tutorial paper 
whereas their development into a monograph would be long and difficult. 
Thus, the journal T/?cotxvicu/ C’o/~~pulcr S’cic~~~c~~ trusts, by introducing this new 
section. to provide a better set-vice to both authors and rcadcrs, and to play 
more than ever its role as a means of communication inside the community 
of computer scientists towards the building of a new scicncc to be ranked on 
an equal foot among the older and more traditional ones. 
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